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OVERVI E W:  
 
1)  Our  Centre wi ll  compl y  wi t h updat ed poli ci es,  t he Chil d Care and Earl y  Years  Act,  2014,  all  exi sti ng heal th 

and saf ety  r equi re ments  as di rected by  t he Medi cal  Of fi cer  of  Heal th and all  exi sting  r equi re ments  of 
Servi ce Agree ments wi th the gover nment.  Gui deli nes may be revi sed from ti me to time.  

2)  We  ar e co mmi tted t o support  i mmedi ate and f ut ure access  t o Chil d Car e f or  f a mi l i es  r et ur ni ng  t o wor k 
and t o l i mi t  t he spread of  COVI D- 19 t hr ough enhanced requi re ments.   I n t he event  that  we  encount er  a 
greater de mand f or care that encroaches our capacity, we will put i n pl ace pri ority access f or:  

• Ret ur ni ng chil dren served through e mergency Chil d Care to thei r ori gi nal pl ace ment   
• Chil d Care f or famili es where parents must retur n to work and that work outsi de of the home 

• Fa mili es  wi t h speci al  ci rcumst ances  t hat  woul d benefit  from chil dren r et ur ni ng to care,  such as 
chil dren wi th speci al needs   

• Ot her l ocal circumstances  

3)  Full  f ees/dail y rates  wi ll  conti nue t o be charged t o f a mi lies  i n t he event  of  a  school  stri ke,  power  out age, 
snow cl osure,  i ncl ement  and/or  speci al  weat her  days,  staggered entry  days,  operational  needs/reasons, 
pande mi c shut down, and i sol ati on days.  

4)  We  wi ll  co mmuni cate wi t h f a mi li es  our  updat ed poli ci es and pr ocedur es  r egar di ng the enhance ment  of 
heal th and saf ety  measures,  as  well  as,  expectati ons  i ncl udi ng t he r equi rement  t o keep chil dren ho me 
when they are si ck. These docu ments are ai med at hel ping to keep all chil dren and staff saf e and heal thy.   

5)  All  si tes  wi ll  be t hor oughl y cl eaned dail y and wi ll  i ncl ude addi ti onal  r equi re ments  under  Enhanced 
I nf ecti on Preventi on Control .   

6)  We  wi ll  pr epare and pr ovi de trai ni ng t o ensure t hat  staff  are pr epared t o meet  escal ated r equi re ments 
to address the COVI D- 19 pande mi c.  

7)  Onl y  essenti al  vi sitors  wi ll  be  ent eri ng our  pr ogra ms  whi l e we  operate under  t he Pande mi c  Response 
Pl an.  Head Offi ce,  Mi ni stry  of  Educati on Pr ogra m Advi sors  and ot her  Publi c  Offi ci als  ( eg.  Fi re Marshal, 
Publi c  Heal th I nspect ors,  etc.)  are per mi tted t o ent er  and i nspect  a  Chil d Care Centre,  at  any  r easonabl e 
ti me.  These offi ci al s will be requi red to f oll ow our screeni ng and enhanced heal th and saf ety measures.  

8)  The maxi mu m cohort  si ze f or  each r oo m i n a  Chil d Car e Centre,  wi ll  consi st  of  no more t han t he l i cenced 
maxi mu m capaci ty.   

9)  Each l ocati on wi ll  i dentify t he entrance(s)/exit(s)  f or  all  peopl e usi ng t he si te.   A screeni ng pr ocess  t o be 
compl eted wi ll  be posted at  each desi gnated entry.   A York  Regi on Publi c  Heal th Uni t  Post er  wi ll  be 
di spl ayed pr omi nentl y at  the  mai n entrance wi t h si gnage i ndi cati ng t he screeni ng pr ocess  t o be 
compl eted upon entry.  

10)  Whi l e physi cal  di stanci ng i s not  possi bl e i n a  Chil d Care setti ng,  every  pr ecauti on and measur e wi ll  be 
taken to reduce the spread of COVI D- 19.  Barri ers will be i mpl e ment ed wher e possibl e.  

11)  All  Parent/ Guar di an and Agency  Acknowl edge ments  and Decl arati ons  wi t h r espect  to Chil d Car e servi ces 
duri ng r ecovery  from COVI D- 19 must  be  si gned and sub mi tted our  Centre bef ore t he chil d/chil dren 
commences the progra m.  

12)   The st udent/chil d must  f ol l ow f ederal  gui deli nes  f or  i ndi vi dual s  who have travell ed i nter nati onall y, 
i ncl udi ng not  goi ng  t o school /chil d care f or  14 days  after  t hei r  arri val  and getti ng tested as  per  f ederal 
requi re ments. 
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SI GNS & SY MPTOMS OF COVI D- 19:  

 
Sy mpt oms of COVI D- 19 i nclude:  
 

• Fever and/or chills 
• Coughi ng or barki ng cough (croup)  
• Shortness of breat h 
• Decrease or l oss of taste or s mell 
• Nausea, vomi ti ng and/or diarrhea 

 

Accor di ng t o Heal th Canada,  sy mpt oms  can appear  i n as  l i ttl e as  a  f ew days,  or  as  l ong as  14 days  after 
bei ng exposed t o so meone wi t h t he di sease.   For  some peopl e,  t he sy mpt oms  are l i ke havi ng a  col d;  f or 
ot hers,  t he sy mpt oms  ar e qui te severe or  even l ife t hreat eni ng.  I t  i s  i mportant  t o check wi t h your 
heal thcare pr ovi der  and f oll ow i nstructi ons  about  stayi ng ho me  or  a way  from publi c spaces  t o pr event 
the spread of the virus.   
 
Staff,  parents,  guar di ans  and chil dren ar e not  per mi tted t o attend t he pr ogra m i f  t hey have any  COVI D -
19 sy mpt oms.  
 

 
HOW COVI D- 19 SPREADS:  
 
The vi rus  typi call y spreads t hr ough coughi ng and s neezi ng,  personal  contact  wi t h an i nf ected person, 
bei ng i n t he sa me r oo m wi th an i nf ected person f or  mor e t han 15 mi nut es,  t ouchi ng somet hi ng wi t h t he 
vi rus on it, then touchi ng the mout h, nose, or eyes wi th unwashed hands.   
  
There i s an i ncreased ri sk for severe COVI D- 19 outcomes f or those:  
  
• Aged 65 and over, and/or  
• Wi t h compr omi sed i mmune system, and/or  

• Wi t h underl yi ng medi cal condi ti ons  

 
 

REDUCI NG THE SPREAD OF I NFECTI ON – I NCL UDI NG COVI D- 19:  
 

All  measures  t aken t o pr event  t he spread of  COVI D-19 wi ll  be done i n co mpli ance wi t h r equi re ments 
under  t he Occupati onal  Heal th and Saf ety Act  and associ ated Regul ati ons  and Publi c Heal th di recti ves 
issued by the Chi ef Medi cal  Offi cer of Heal th.   
 
Reco mmendati ons f or Househol ds:  
 
• Practi ce physi cal di stanci ng – stay 2- metres (6-feet) away from ot hers 
• York Regi on Publi c Heal th recommends  weari ng a  3-l ayer  cl ot h mask or  f ace coveri ng i f  you cannot 

mai ntai n a  physi cal  di stance of  2- metres  ( 6-feet)  from non- househol d cont acts.  2-l ayer  masks  ar e 
per mi tted if they are cl ean and fit appr opri atel y.  

• Was h your  hands  well  and often wi t h soap and wat er,  or  wi t h al cohol - based hand sani ti zer  ( don’ t 
forget to wash your wri sts, under your fi nger nail s and i n bet ween your fi ngers)  
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• Cough or  sneeze i nt o your  sl eeve or  cover  your  mouth and nose wi t h a  ti ssue and t hr ow t he ti ssue 
out i mmedi atel y. Wash your hands after war ds  

• Avoi d touchi ng your eyes, nose and mout h wi th unwashed hands 

• Frequentl y cl ean and di sinf ect  hi gh-touch surf aces and s hared i te ms  usi ng r egul ar  househol d 
cl eaners 

• If  you ar e si ck,  stay ho me  and avoi d cr owds  until  you ar e well  agai n.   Avoi d shari ng personal  i te ms 
li ke eati ng utensil s and water bottl es 

 
 
RE QUI RE ME NTS:  
 
Poli ces and Procedures: 

All  current  Chil d Care poli ci es  and t he r equi rements  set  out  i n t he Chil d Care and Earl y Years  Act,  2014,  
appl y duri ng the pande mi c response.  
  
Our Centre has poli ci es and procedures i n pl ace to:  
 
• conduct dail y screeni ng to excl ude chil dren, parents, staff and vi sitors who are si ck   
• i mpl e ment sani tary practi ces  
• manage out breaks  
• i ndi cate how e mpl oyees report ill ness 
• i ndi cate how work will be schedul ed 

  
Our Centre has: 

• wor ked wi t h t he l ocal  Heal th depart ments  t o ensure appr opri ate pr ot ocol s  and gui deli nes,  such as 
updat ed/addi ti onal  gui dance f or  cl eani ng and di si nf ecti on,  are f oll owed.   Thi s  i ncl udes 
i dentifi cati on of new pot enti al cases of COVI D- 19 

• ensured all staff have revi ewed and si gned- off on the Centres’ COVI D- 19 Pande mic Response Pl an 
• devel oped poli ci es  and procedur es  t o addr ess  t he evol vi ng pande mi c  ( eg.  Heal th & Saf ety 

pr ot ocol s) 
• ensured fa mili es and staff are i nf or med of all poli ci es, gui deli nes and all rel evant docu ments 
• sub mi tted an attestati on to t he Mi ni stry of  Educati on confi r mi ng t hat  a  COVI D-19 poli cy has  been 

devel oped, revi ewed wi th all empl oyees and made avail abl e to parents 
 
 
 
 
Staffi ng:  

 
• Dail y routi nes and schedul es will be establi shed and shar ed to use duri ng COVI D-19 recovery 
• We will ensure that equi pment and suppli es are availabl e f or use duri ng COVI D-19 recovery 
• We  wi ll  ensure staff  schedul es  li mi t  t he r oo ms  staff  go i nt o whil e ensuri ng all  duti es  are co mpl et ed, 

and devel op extra precautions to protect staff and li mit the spread of COVI D- 19 
• We will provi de tracki ng sheets to recor d dail y cl eani ng routi nes 
• We  have establi shed Heal th Screen ar eas  and a  Dail y Screen Checkli st  t o be conducted on chil dren, 

staff and parents/guar di ans 
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• The screener will recor d dail y temperat ures of chil dren and staff 
• Staff will revi ew regul ar toileti ng practi ces wi th emphasi s on sani tary practi ces 
• Move ment  of  supervi sors  and/or  desi gnates,  staff  and st udents  on educati onal  pl ace ment  bet ween 

chil d care l ocati ons  and bet ween l i censed age gr oups  is  per mi tted.  Reduci ng t he move ment  of  staff 
and pl ace ment students where possi bl e i s encouraged to mi ni mi ze pot enti al for trans mi ssi on.  

• Supervi sors  and/or  desi gnates  wi ll  li mi t  t hei r  move ment  bet ween r oo ms,  doi ng so when absol ut el y 
necessary   

• Suppl y staff will be assi gned to specifi c cohorts 
• Pr ogra ms  ar e r equi red t o ensure each gr oup has  t he requi red nu mber  of  qualifi ed staff  as  set  out  i n 

the CCEYA 
• Staff  DAs  can be transf erred from one Chil d Car e Centre t o anot her  Chil d Care Centre t hat  i s 

operated by the sa me Li censee 
• We are abl e to request a staff DA f or mul ti pl e age groups 
• Due t o COVI D- 19 r estri cti ons,  t he WSI B has  i ndi cated that  all  certifi cati ons  i n Standar d Fi rst- Ai d and 

CPR- C t hat  expi re after  March 1st,  2020,  are aut omati call y t e mporaril y extended,  until  Dece mber 
31st, 2021.   

• Our  Centres  are r equi red to obt ai n PVSCs  from staff and ot her  persons  who are i nteracti ng wi t h 
chil dren at  t he Chil d Car e Centre,  i ncl udi ng pl ace ment  st udents.   I f  an i ndi vi dual  is  unabl e t o obt ai n 
a VCS  i n a  r easonabl e a mount  of  ti me due t o si gnificant  backl ogs,  we wi ll  ensur e t hat  t hey  have 
appli ed f or a VSC and f oll ow t he procedures outli ned i n our PVSC Poli cy  

 A copy of the recei pt requesti ng a Poli ce Vul nerabl e Sect or Check from the poli ce is 
attached to a compl eted Attestati on For m that will be fil ed i n the Educat or’ s fil e 

 Cl ose supervi si on of the candi date whil e wai ti ng f or the PVSC, will be moni tored by the 
Centre Supervi sor 

 Arrange ments will be made to ensure that the Educator i s not l eft al one wi th the chil dren 
until the ori gi nal PVSC i s recei ved 

 If the PVSC has not been recei ved wi thi n three weeks, the candi date must call to fi nd out 
why there has been a del ay and i nf or m the Centre Supervi sor 

 The Centre Supervi sor will ensure all Educat ors at the Centre are awar e that the candi date 
is not to be l eft al one wi th the chil dren 

 
 
Staff Trai ni ng: 

 
Updat ed trai ni ng wi ll  be off ered on current  Heal th and Saf ety Measures  i n pl ace accor di ng t o t he 
Operati onal Gui dance, as wel l as, those i n pl ace by the York Regi on Publi c Heal th.    

 
Trai ni ng will i ncl ude:  

 
• what PPE i s necessary for specifi c tasks  
• how t o properl y don ( put on), use, and doff (take off) PPE, and how to properl y dispose of PPE  
• how t o properl y cl ean the space and equi pment  
• how t o use al cohol - based hand sani ti zer ( ABHR)  
• how t o saf el y conduct dail y screeni ng and keep dail y attendance and heal th records   
• heal th, saf ety and ot her operati onal measures i n effect 
• educati ng staff  t o r ecogni ze t he sy mpt oms  of  COVI D-19 and pr ovi de i nstructi ons  on what  t o do i f 

they devel op sy mpt oms wi thi n 14 days after thei r l ast possi bl e exposure to the virus   
• what to do i n the case that someone el se becomes si ck.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/symptoms.html
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PL AN FOR OUTBREAK MANAGE ME NT:  
 
Dail y Heal th Screeni ng:  

All  chil dren,  Chil d Car e staff,  pr ovi ders,  pl ace ment  students,  and vi si tors  are r equi red t o screen f or 
sy mpt oms of ill ness every day bef ore comi ng to the Chil d Care Centre.  
 
If experi enci ng even ONE sy mpt om of COVI D- 19, the indi vi dual must stay home until: 
 

• They recei ve a negati ve COVI D- 19 test resul t 
• They recei ve an alternati ve di agnosi s by a heal th care pr of essi onal , or 
• It has been 10 days si nce thei r sy mpt om onset and they are feeli ng better 

 
We  wi ll  i mpl e ment  t he dail y screeni ng pr ot ocol  pr ovi ded by  York Regi on Publ ic Heal th.   Al l  chil dren, 
par ents/guar di ans,  staff  and essenti al  vi sitors  must  be screened f or  si gns/sy mpt oms  of  ill ness  bef ore 
ent eri ng t he Chil d Car e setti ng.   Thi s  i ncl udes  dail y t emper at ure checks.   I f  any  i ndi vi dual  does  not  meet 
the screeni ng pr ot ocol  requi rements,  t hey wi ll  not  be per mi tted t o ent er  t he Chil d Care pr ogra m,  and 
shoul d be di rected t o contact  t hei r  pri mary care pr ovi der  f or  f urther  di recti on.  Pi ck- up and dr op- off  of 
chil dren shoul d happen outsi de t he Centre unl ess i t  i s  det er mi ned t hat  t here i s  a  need f or  t he 
par ent/guar di an to enter the Centre ( eg. i ncl ement weat her).  
  
 

The Dail y Heal th Screeni ng area will be set up at the i dentifi ed entrance(s) at each site.    

Thi s area will:  

• Have a  screener  who wi ll co mpl ete a  t e mperat ure check and dail y screen on t he ms el ves  each 
mor ni ng 

• Be vi si bl e to staff and fa mil i es and bl ock access to further entry to the site if possibl e 
• I n or der  t o t ake t he t e mperat ures  of  r equi red persons,  screeni ng staff  ( weari ng PPE)  wi ll  need t o 

appr oach i ndi vi dual s  f or  thi s  t ask onl y.   A mi ni mum of  2 met ers  di stance bet ween t he person 
conducti ng t he screen and those parti ci pati ng i n t he screen wi ll  be mai ntai ned where possi bl e.   I f  i n 
an encl osed space and physi cal  di stance of  2 met ers  cannot  be mai ntai ned,  parents/guar di ans  and 
staff will be asked to use face coveri ngs  

• Pr ovi de t he f oll owi ng i tems:  hand sani ti zer  ( at  l east  60% al cohol ),  Publi c Health r esources,  non-
touch ther mo met er, di sposal gl oves, masks, eye protecti on 

 

Staff  conducti ng t he screen wi ll  have r ecei ved trai ni ng on acti ve screeni ng pr ocesses  and r equi re ments 
and wi ll  take appr opri ate precauti ons  when screeni ng.   The screener  wi ll  be weari ng personal  pr ot ecti ve 
equi pment (PPE) (eg. procedur e mask, eye protecti on (goggl es or face shi el d) and gown). 
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ENHANCED HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES 
 
Our  Centre has  Heal th and Saf ety measures  i n pl ace and wi ll  communi cate t hese measures  consi stentl y 
to parents/guar di ans, students and staff. 
 
Enhanced Heal th and Saf ety measures are noted bel ow.  
 
Self-Screeni ng: 
 

• If  a chil d,  staff,  vi sitor  or  pl ace ment  st udent  i s  experi enci ng ONE  sy mpt o m of  COVI D- 19,  t hey 
must  stay ho me fr om School  or  Chil d Car e and s houl d seek  t esti ng and appropri ate medi cal 
attenti on.  

• If  anyone i n a  househol d has  travell ed outsi de of  Canada,  everyone must  stay  ho me  fr om Chi l d 
Care until the 14- day quaranti ne peri od has fi ni shed, except for essenti al reasons. 

• If  anyone i n your  househol d i s  experi enci ng any  ne w or  worseni ng COVI D- 19 sympt o ms  and/or 
are wai ti ng f or  COVI D- 19 test  r esul ts  after  experi encing  sy mpt oms,  t he chil d,  Chil d Car e Centre 
staff, provi der or pl ace ment student must not attend Chil d Care.  

• If  anyone i n your  househol d i s  si ck and has  not  t ested negati ve f or  COVI D- 19,  or  does  not  have 
an al ternati ve di agnosi s  fro m a  heal th-care pr ovi der,  all  ot hers  i n t he househol d must  stay 
ho me from Chil d Care until the resul ts are known or an al ternati ve di agnosi s is provi ded.  

• If  someone i n t he househol d i s  i dentifi ed as  a  hi gh-ri sk/cl ose contact  of  a  confi rmed COVI D- 19 
case,  t he whol e househol d i s  r equi red t o stay  ho me from school  f or  t he 14-day  quar anti ne 
peri od, except for essenti al reasons, and onl y if you are f ull y vacci nated.  

• Our  Chil d Care Centres  wi l l  vali date dail y sel f-screeni ng  f or  all  Chil d Car e Centre staff,  vi si tors 
and pl ace ment  st udents, t hat  t hey have co mpl eted and passed t he screeni ng i n a  f or m 
appr opri ate and accessi bl e upon entry to the Chil d Care Centre.  

• Our  Chil d Car e Centres  wi ll  pr ovi de dail y confi r mation or  pr oof  t hat  Parents/Guar di ans  have 
compl eted and passed t he i n- person or  onli ne screener  i n a  f or m dee med appr opri ate ( and 
accessi bl e) pri or to or upon thei r chil dren’ s entry to the Chil d Care Centre.  

• Parents  and Guar di ans  conti nue t o be r esponsi bl e f or screeni ng t hei r  chil dren f or  sy mpt o ms  of 
ill ness every day.  

 
• York Regi on has updat ed thei r Screeni ng Gui dance:  

               https:// www. er msadvantage. com/attach/f d6ec0f 5- 6651- 4754- 814d- d75696ac5dd0. pdf 
 

• Our  Chil d Car e Centres  wi ll be usi ng t he Mi ni stry of  Heal th Covi d- 19 Screeni ng Tool  f or  st udents 
and chil dren i n school and chil d care setti ngs. 
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How t o Conduct Dail y Screens: 

1.  Everyone will be greeted upon arri vi ng at the screeni ng stati on i n a fri endl y, calm manner. 
2.  The screener  wi ll  compl ete our  Dail y COVI D- 19 Screeni ng Checkli st  aski ng t he questi ons  pertai ni ng t o 

bot h t he adul t  and chil d.   When screeni ng i s  compl et e and t he chil d i s  appr oved f or  entry t o t he 
pr ogra m ( after  t aki ng t he chil d’ s  t e mperat ure,  and t he t e mperat ure i s  bel ow 37. 8 C),  t he screener 
wi ll  assi st  t he chil d t o sani tize t hei r  hands.   Ei ther  t he screener  or  anot her  Educator  ( weari ng f ull  PPE) 
wi ll then accompany the chil d to the door of thei r cl assroom and i nt o the care of the progra m staff. 

3.  If  any  person does  not  meet  t he cri teri a t o parti ci pate,  t hey  must  go ho me  and the supervi sor  wi ll  be 
notifi ed of thei r sy mpt oms.  

4.  If  t he screeni ng i s  i n t he f oyer,  t he staff  wi ll  di si nf ect  door  handl es  (i nsi de and outsi de)  i mmedi at el y 
after each parent l eaves.  

5.  The supervi sor will mai ntain dail y recor ds of screeni ng resul ts. Recor ds will be kept on the pre mi se.  
 

 
 

 

Dail y Heal th Tracki ng and Attendance Recor ds:  

I n addi ti on to the Attendance Recor ds f or chil dren, a Visitor Log (i ncl udi ng: na me,  contact i nf or mati on, 
ti me of arri val, ti me of departure and temperat ure) will be kept on-site to recor d anyone enteri ng the 
pr e mi se.  These recor ds will be kept up-to- date and avail abl e to facilitate contact traci ng i n the event of 
a confir med COVI D- 19 case or out break f or 2 mont hs.  
 
We  wi ll  mai ntai n dail y r ecor ds  of  anyone ent eri ng the f acility and appr oxi mate l engt h of  t hei r  stay 
(essenti al vi sitors onl y to ent er the buil di ng).  

I nf or mati on that shoul d be i ncl uded i n the Dail y Records/Vi sitor Logs are:  

• Dat e of vi sit  
• Na me of person ent eri ng the facility  
• Cont act i nf or mati on  
• Ti me of arri val /depart ure  
• Screeni ng compl eti on/result  
 
These recor ds i ncl ude the Dail y COVI D- 19 Screeni ng Checkli st & the Vi sitor Si gn-In Log   
 
• Recor ds  ( eg.  na me,  contact i nf or mati on,  ti me of  arri val/departure,  screeni ng co mpl eti on/resul t,  etc.) 

must  be kept  up-to- date and avail abl e t o f acilitate cont act  traci ng i n t he event  of  a confi r med COVI D-
19 case or out break 

• Any heal th observati ons are noted i n the cl assroom Log Book 
 
Earl y det ecti on of  si gns  and sy mpt oms  t hr ough observati on of  chil dren’ s  heal th,  as  well  as,  conci se 
docu ment ati on i s cruci al to the recogni ti on and control of an out break 
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Enhanced Heal th Moni toring:  

• I n addi ti on t o our  Dail y COVI D- 19 Screeni ng Checklist  upon arri val,  ongoi ng heal th moni tori ng f or 
si gns  and sy mpt oms  specific t o COVI D- 19 must  be perf or med at  all  ti mes  f or  t hose parti ci pati ng i n 
Chil d Care.  

• Shoul d t he pr ogra m be i nfor med of  a  confi r med case of  COVI D- 19 f or  any  i ndi vidual  i nvol ved i n t he 
Chil d Care, they are to i mmedi atel y contact York Regi on Publi c Heal th and f oll ow thei r di recti on.  

• Hand sani ti zer will be availabl e f or all staff and students. 
 

 
 
MANAGE ME NT OF STAFF/CHI LDREN WI TH POSSI BLE COVI D- 19:  
 
• Chil d Car e staff,  parents/guar di ans  and chil dren must not  attend t he pr ogra m i f  they are si ck,  even i f 

sy mpt oms rese mbl e a mil d col d 
• Staff  who beco me i ll  whil e at  t he Chil d Car e Centre shoul d be sent  ho me  i mmedi atel y and di rected t o 

seek assess ment and testi ng at a COVI D- 19 Assess ment Centre   
• If the chil d begi ns to experience sy mpt oms of COVI D- 19 whil e attendi ng Chil d Care:  

 Isol ate t he si ck chil d and notify parents/guar di ans  or  e mer gency cont acts  f or  pi ck- up 
i mmedi atel y 

 The si ck chil d shoul d be kept at l east 2- metres from others   
 Pr ovi de t he chil d wi t h ti ssues  and r e mi nd t he m of  hand hygi ene and pr oper  r espi rat ory 

eti quette and di sposal of soil ed ti ssues 
 Pr ovi de the si ck chil d wi th a procedural mask if tol erabl e and above the age of 2 
 Staff  who s upervi ses  an i ll  chil d must  wear  a  gown,  mask,  eye pr otecti on and gl oves  at  all  ti mes 

and not i nteract wi th ot hers   
 Avoi d contact wi th the child’ s respi ratory secreti ons 
 Perf or m meti cul ous hand hygi ene 
 Cl ean and di si nf ect (out break l evel di si nf ectant) the space and items used by the ill chil d 
 For  i te ms  ( eg.  paper,  books  and car dboar d puzzl es) t hat  cannot  be cl eaned,  they  s houl d be 

removed and stored i n a seal ed contai ner for a mi ni mu m of 7 days 
 Cont act  York Regi on Public  Heal th:  1- 877- 464- 9675 Ext.  73588 ( bet ween 8: 00a m- 8: 00p m /  7 

days  a  week)  or  ( 905)  953-6478 ( after  hours),  if  t wo or  mor e sy mpt omati c i ndi vidual s  ar e i n t he 
Chil d Car e Centre wi thi n 48 hours  and seek  i nput  regar di ng t he i nf or mati on that  shoul d be 
shared wi th ot her parents of chil dren i n the Chil d Care Centre 

 I n t he event  t hat  a  COVI D-19 posi ti ve case i s  i dentified i n t he Chil d Car e Centre,  a  COVI D- 19 
out break wi ll  be decl ared by York Regi on Publi c Heal th and f urther  di recti on wi ll  be pr ovi ded by 
York Regi on Publi c Heal th on who el se i n t he Child Car e Centre may  need testi ng and/or 
isol ati on at that ti me.  

 Staff  who have been i n cl ose cont act  wi th an i ll  chil d shoul d self- moni tor  f or  sympt o ms  f or  t he 
next  10 days.   They  shoul d be advi sed t o avoi d bei ng  i n cont act  wi th vul nerabl e persons  or 
l ocati ons  wher e t here ar e vul nerabl e persons  ( eg.  Long- Ter m Car e Ho mes).   I f  t he chil d i s  a 
confir med case,  t he staff  me mber  shoul d al so self-i solate and seek  assess ment  and t esti ng (t hi s 
appli es onl y to staff that are NOT f ull y vacci nated).   

 Parents/guar di ans  of  a  child who was  i n t he sa me cohort  as  a  chil d wi th sy mpt o ms  s houl d be 
i nf or med of the possi bl e exposure, and shoul d moni tor thei r chil d for sy mpt oms  
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 Staff/  chil dren wi t h sy mpt oms,  who have not  been t ested f or  COVI D- 19,  must  be excl uded fr om 
the Chil d Care f or 14 days after the onset of sy mpt oms  

 An i ll  i ndi vi dual  who has  a known al ternati ve di agnosi s  pr ovi ded by  a  heal th care pr of essi onal 
may  r et ur n t o chil d care i f  they do not  have a  f ever  and t hei r  sy mpt oms  have been i mpr ovi ng 
for at l east 24 hours.  

 Staff/  chil dren who ar e bei ng managed by  York Regi on Publi c Heal th ( eg.  confir med cases  of 
COVI D- 19,  househol d contacts  of  cases)  shoul d f ol l ow i nstructi ons  from Publi c Heal th t o 
det er mi ne when to return to the facility 

 Wher e a  chil d or  staff  has a  confir med case of  COVI D- 19,  Li censees  must  r eport  t hi s  t o t he 
Mi ni stry of Educati on as a Seri ous Occurrence 

 
Pl ease send test resul ts (positi ve or negati ve) to our Head Offi ce at: 

a mongfri endsdaycarecentres @hot mail.com 
 

 
Asy mpt omati c I ndi vi dual s: 
 
• Testi ng of  asy mpt omati c  persons  shoul d onl y be perfor med as  di rected by  t he l ocal  Publi c  Heal th 

Uni t as part of case/contact and out break manage ment  
• I ndi vi dual s  a wai ti ng t est  resul ts  must  be excl uded f rom t he pr ogra m until  t he t est  r esul ts  ar e 

recei ved 
• All  asy mpt omati c  househol d contacts  of  sy mpt omatic  i ndi vi dual s  are r equi red to quaranti ne until 

the sy mpt omati c househol d me mber:  
 Recei ves a negati ve COVI D-19 test resul t, or 
 Recei ves an alternate di agnosi s by a heal th care professi onal  

 
 
Sy mpt omati c I ndi vi dual s: 
 
• Sy mpt omati c chil dren or staff shoul d be ref erred f or testi ng.  
• Those who t est  negati ve f or  COVI D- 19 must  be excluded from t he pr ogra m until  24 hours  after 

sy mpt om resol uti on.  
• If  t he sy mpt omati c  i ndi vi dual  t ests  posi ti ve,  or  i s  not  t ested and does  not  r ecei ve an al ter nat e 

di agnosi s  from a  heal th care pr of essi onal,  t he sy mpt omati c  i ndi vi dual  must  i sol ate (i ncl udi ng fr om 
househol d me mbers)  f or  10 days  from sy mpt om onset,  and all  househol d contacts  must  i sol ate 
until 14 days from thei r l ast contact wi th the sy mpt omati c i ndi vi dual. 

• Those who t est  posi ti ve f or  COVI D- 19 must  be excl uded from t he pr ogra m f or 14 days  after  t he 
onset of sy mpt oms and/or cl earance has been recei ved from the l ocal Publi c Heal th Uni t. 

• Staff,  parents/guar di ans,  and chil dren who ar e sy mpto mati c  or  have been advi sed t o sel f-i sol ate by 
the l ocal Publi c Heal th Uni t, must not attend the progra m.  

• Our  Centres  wi ll  notify York Regi on Publi c Heal th i f  t here ar e t wo or  mor e sy mpt o mati c  i ndi vi dual s 
wi t hi n 48 hours. 
 

York Regi on Publi c Heal th wi ll decl are a suspect respi ratory out break.  
 

Addi ti onal gui dance can be obtai ned by calli ng York Regi on Publi c Heal th at: 1- 877- 464- 9675 Ext. 73588 
Laborat ory- Confir med Case of COVI D- 19:  
 

mailto:amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.com
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• A si ngl e,  sy mpt omati c,  l aborat ory confi r med case of  COVI D- 19 i n a  staff  me mber  or  chil d must  be 
consi dered a  confi r med COVI D- 19 out break,  i n consul tati on wi th t he l ocal  Publi c Heal th Uni t. 
Out breaks  shoul d be decl ared i n coll aborati on bet ween t he pr ogra m and t he l ocal  Publi c  Heal th 
Uni t to ensure an out break number i s provi ded.  

• All  Chil d Care attendees  and staff  i n t he Chil d Car e Centre shoul d be t ested.   Based on cohorts  and 
wi t h di recti on from York Regi on Publi c Heal th. 

 
 
For  f urther  questi ons  about  t esti ng gui dance,  contact  COVI D- 19 phone l i ne at:  1- 877- 464- 9675 Ext. 
77280 ( bet ween 8: 00a m- 8:00p m / 7 days a week) or (905) 953- 6478 (after hours) 
Isol ati on Requi re ment f or Househol d Contacts of Sympt o mati c I ndi vi dual s: 
 
 
The Mi ni stry of  Heal th has i ssued updat ed gui dance to Publi c Heal th Uni ts  regardi ng COVI D- 19 vari ants 
of  concer n,  requi ri ng all  househol d cont acts  of  sy mpto mati c  i ndi vi dual s  t o quaranti ne.   Thi s  gui dance i s 
bei ng appli ed t o chil dren,  chil d care staff,  pr ovi ders  and pl ace ment  st udents  by  r equi ri ng t he m t o st ay  at 
ho me  fr om Chil d Care i f  anyone i n t hei r  househol d has  new or  worseni ng sy mpt oms  of  COVI D- 19 and 
has been recommended f or isol ati on and testi ng.  
 
Al l  asy mpt omati c househol d contacts  of  sy mpt omatic  i ndi vi dual s  are r equi red to quaranti ne until  t he 
sy mpt omati c househol d me mber:  
 

• recei ves a negati ve COVI D-19 test resul t, or 
• recei ves an alternati ve di agnosi s by a heal th care professi onal  

 
If  t he sy mpt omati c  i ndi vidual  t ests  posi ti ve,  or  i s  not  t ested and does  not r ecei ve an al ter nati ve 
di agnosi s  from a  heal th care pr of essi onal,  t he sy mpt omati c  i ndi vi dual  must  isol ate (i ncl udi ng fr om 
househol d me mbers)  f or  10 days  from sy mpt om onset,  and all  househol d cont acts  must  i sol ate until  14 
days from thei r l ast contact wi th the sy mpt omati c i ndivi dual. 
 
 
 
Seri ous Occurrence Reporti ng:  
 
Chil d Care Centre Li censees  have a  duty t o r eport confi r med cases  of  COVI D- 19 under  t he Heal th 
Pr otecti on and Pr o moti on Act.  The Li censee shoul d contact  t hei r  l ocal  Publi c Heal th Uni t  t o r eport  a 
chil d confi r med t o have COVI D- 19.  The l ocal  Publi c Heal th Uni t  wi ll  pr ovi de specifi c advi ce on what 
control  measures  shoul d be i mpl e ment ed t o pr event  the pot enti al  spread and how t o moni tor  f or  ot her 
possi bl e i nf ected staff members and chil dren.  
 
Chil d Car e Li censees  wi ll  onl y be r equi red t o r eport  a Seri ous  Occurrence f or  COVI D- 19 r el ated matt ers 
for: 

a.  Confi r med COVI D- 19 cases; or 
b.  Cl osures  or dered by  your  l ocal  Publi c Heal th Uni t (eg.  wher e a  cl osure i s  or dered f or  a  Centre, 

pr ogra m room( s) or provi der’ s home due to a confir med COVI D- 19 case(s)) 
  
Pl ease not e t hat  t here has been a  change t o t he l i st  of  i ndi vi dual s  t hat  a  Seri ous  Occurrence must  be 
reported f or wi th respect to confir med cases of COVI D- 19.  
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Movi ng f or war d,  a  Seri ous Occurrence i s not requi red f or  a parent  of  a  chil d with a  confi r med case of 
COVI D- 19.  

 
Bel ow i s  t he current  li st of  i ndi vi dual s  wi th a  confi r med case of  COVI D- 19 f or  who m a  Seri ous 
Occurrence report is requi red:  
  

i. a chil d who recei ves chil d care at a home chil d care pre mi ses or chil d care centre 
ii. a home chil d care provi der 

iii. a person who i s ordi naril y a  r esi dent of  a  ho me  child care pr e mi ses (eg.  t he ho me  pr ovi der’ s 
chil d,  t he ho me  pr ovi der’ s  spouse etc.;  f or  compl ete defi niti on pl ease r ef er  t o t he Ho me  Chil d 
Care Li censi ng Manual ) 

iv. a person who i s regul arl y at  a  ho me  chil d care pr emi ses (eg.  t he ho me  pr ovi der’ s  fri end who 
vi sits  t he pr e mi ses  once a  week  etc.;  f or  co mpl ete defi niti on pl ease r ef er  t o t he Ho me  Chil d 
Care Li censi ng Manual ) 

v.  a home chil d care vi sitor 
vi. a staff me mber at a chil d care centre  

vii. a student at a home chil d care pre mi ses or chil d care centre 
 
Li censees  are r equi red t o post  t he Seri ous  Occurrence Noti fi cati on For m,  as  r equi red under  t he CCEYA, 
unl ess l ocal Publi c Heal th advi ses other wi se.  
 
 
How confir med cases or an out break of the Cor onavirus (COVI D- 19) will be communi cated to parents: 
 
Parents/ Guar di ans  wi ll  be notifi ed t hr ough t he Seri ous  Occurrence Noti fi cati on For m –  whi ch wi ll  be 
posted on t he Par ent  Door  or  a  vi si bl e space of  t he Chil d Care Pr ogra m –  of  any  confi r med cases  or 
out breaks at the Chil d Care Centre.  
 
If  a r oo m or  Centre cl osure i s  or dered by  York Regi on Publi c Heal th,  parents  will  be notifi ed vi a e mai l 
and/or phone call from our Head Offi ce.  

  
 
 

PROCESS FOLL OWI NG CONFI RME D COVI D- 19 CASE IN THE PROGRA M:  
 
• The Publi c Heal th Uni t  wi ll  pr ovi de specifi c advi ce on what  control  measur es  s houl d be 

i mpl e ment ed t o pr event  the pot enti al  spread and how t o moni tor  f or  ot her  possi bl e i nf ected st aff 
me mbers and chil dren.  

• Gl oves,  eye pr otecti on and masks  may  be i nstituted f or  staff  t o r educe cont act  wi th surf aces  and/or 
duri ng i ncreased exposure ti mes.  

• All  areas  vi sited by  t he i ll  persons  wi ll  be cl osed.   Outsi de doors  and wi ndows wi ll  be open and 
ventil ati ng fans will be used to i ncrease ai r circul ati on 

• Enhanced cl eani ng/di si nf ecti ng wi ll  occur.   Thor ough and frequent  cl eani ng of  equi p ment  and 
surfaces will be rei nf orced duri ng an out break.  

• Handwashi ng frequency will  be i ncreased.   Use of  hand anti septi cs  wi ll  be i mpl e ment ed i n ar eas 
wher e hand si nks are not readil y avail abl e. 
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• I n areas  wher e i ll  persons  have vi sited or  used,  continue r outi ne cl eani ng and disi nf ecti on as  i n t hi s 
gui dance 

 
PUBLI C HEALTH MEASURES & ADDI TI ONAL MI TI GATION STRATI GI ES FOR HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
 
Personal Protecti ve Equi pment ( PPE): 

Staff  wi ll  be trai ned on t he pr oper  use of  PPE pr ovi ded.   We  wi ll  ensure an adequat e suppl y of  PPE and 
cl eani ng suppli es to support ongoi ng operati ons.  
 
PPE i s used i n the progra m:   

• When conducti ng screeni ng of chil dren/adul ts duri ng dr op- off   
• When conducti ng screeni ng of essenti al vi sitors  
• When taki ng care of a sy mpt omati c chil d at the Centre pri or to pi ck- up  
• When a staff me mber becomes si ck at work  
• When comi ng i n contact wi th bl ood or body fl ui ds  

 
 

Masks, Gl oves and Gowns:   
 
• Gl oves and gowns shoul d be compati bl e wi th the di si nfectant products bei ng used 
• Gl oves  and gowns  shoul d be r e moved caref ull y t o avoi d cont a mi nati on of  t he wear er  and t he 

surroundi ng area. Be sure to cl ean hands after removi ng gl oves  
• Gl oves  shoul d be r e moved after  cl eani ng a  r oo m or  ar ea occupi ed by  i ll  persons.  Cl ean hands 

i mmedi atel y after gl oves are removed 
• Masks  ar e mandat ory f or  all  Chil d Care Staff  and st udents  i n Gr ades  1- 12.   Maski ng i s  al so r equi red 

out doors  wher e physi cal  di stanci ng,  of  2 met ers,  cannot  be mai ntai ned f or  bot h chil dren and staff.  
Ki ndergarten chil dren ar e not  r equi red but  hi ghl y encouraged t o wear  a  non- medi cal  mask  or  f ace 
coveri ng whil e i nsi de a  chi l d care setti ng,  i ncl udi ng i n hall ways,  as  well  as,  outdoors.   York  Regi on 
Publi c Heal th i s  recommendi ng t hat  st udents  wear  t hree-l ayer  masks.   Two-l ayer  masks  ar e 
per mi tted if they are cl ean and fit appr opri atel y 

• Hands will be washed pri or to donni ng ( putti ng on) a mask and after removi ng (doffi ng) a mask 
• Si gnage regar di ng personal  protecti ve practi ces will be posted throughout the Centre 

 
 
Physi cal Di stanci ng:  
 

As  advi sed by  t he Chi ef  Medi cal  Offi cer  of  Heal th,  Publi c Heal th Offi ci al s,  and outli ned t hr oughout 
Gover n ment communi cations; physi cal di stanci ng i s requi red to control the spread of COVI D- 19.   
 
Keepi ng a di stance of 2 metres (6 feet) from ot hers where possi bl e.   
 

• Physi cal  di stanci ng bet ween chil dren i n a  Chil d Care setti ng i s  di ffi cul t.  Child Care staff  ar e 
requi red to mai ntai n a wel comi ng and cari ng envi ronment f or chil dren   

• When setti ng up t he pl ay s pace,  physi cal  di stanci ng of  at  l east  2 metres  must  be mai ntai ned 
bet ween cohorts  and shoul d be encouraged,  wher e possi bl e,  bet ween chil dren wi t hi n t he sa me 
cohort: spreadi ng chil dren out i nto different areas 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
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Physi cal Acti viti es 
 

• Hi gh cont act  physi cal  acti viti es  shoul d t ake pl ace i n out door  setti ngs  onl y.  Maski ng i s  r equi red 
out doors for hi gh contact physi cal acti viti es.  

• Low cont act  acti viti es  are per mi tted i ndoors.  For  chil dren i n grade 1 and up,  maski ng i s 
encouraged but  not  r equi red i f  a  mi ni mu m of  t wo metres  di stance can be mai ntai ned bet ween 
gr oups and as much as possi bl e wi thi n a group.  

 
We wi ll encourage mor e physi cal space bet ween childr en by:   
 

• I ncor porati ng acti viti es that are mor e i ndi vi dual   
• Movi ng acti viti es outsi de to all ow f or mor e space 
• Li mi ted chai rs at tabl es 

 

Pl ease not e t hat  physi cal  distanci ng bet ween or  a mongst  si bli ngs  i n t he sa me cohort  does  not  need 
to be as stri ctl y enf orced.  

 

• Steps  wi ll  be t aken t o l i mi t t he nu mber  of  adul ts  i n cl ose contact  wi th ot her  adults  ( eg.  wi thi n si x 
feet of anot her person)  

• We  wi ll  spend mor e ti me pl ayi ng out doors,  i f  t here i s  mor e space ( di si nf ect  outdoor  equi pment 
i niti all y and then after use by each cohort) 

• We will use vi sual cues to promot e physi cal di stanci ng 
• We will ensure staff are assi gned to work to opti mi ze physi cal di stanci ng 
• I n shared out door  space,  cohorts  must  mai ntai n a  di stance of  at  l east  2 metres  bet ween gr oups 

and any ot her i ndi vi dual s outsi de of the cohort 
• Shared spaces and struct ures that cannot be cl eaned and di si nf ected bet ween cohorts will not be used 

 
 
Fi el d Tri ps 
 

• Fi el d tri ps  are per mi tted as  per  t he Reopeni ng Ont ari o Act.  Chil dren shoul d be cohort ed 
throughout  t he dur ati on of  t he tri p.  Rati os  must  be mai ntai ned as  set  out  i n t he CCEYA.  Heal th 
and saf ety r equi rements  set  out  i n t he gui deli nes  and r egul ati ons  ( e. g.  maski ng,  eye pr ot ecti on) 
and of the pl ace bei ng vi sited woul d conti nue to appl y. 

• Keepi ng dail y accurate r ecor ds  of  i ndi vi dual s  attendi ng  fi el d tri ps  ( na me,  cont act  i nf or mati on, 
ti me of  arri val /departure, transportati on,  l ocati on vi sited)  i s  r equi red t o f acilitate cont act 
traci ng.  
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Hand Hygi ene & Respi ratory Eti quette:  
 
Appr opri ate hand hygi ene and respi rat ory eti quette are a mong the most i mportant  
pr ot ecti ve strategi es. Chil d care staff, home chil d care pr ovi ders, home chil d care vi sitors 
and students on educati onal pl ace ment shoul d be trained and abl e to assi st chil dren on 
appr opri ate hand hygi ene and respi rat ory eti quette, incl udi ng the use of al cohol -based 
hand rub ( ABHR), and rei nforci ng its use.  
 
Hand hygi ene shoul d be conduct ed by anyone enteri ng the chil d care setti ng and 
i ncor porated i nto the dail y schedul e at regul ar i ntervals duri ng the day, above and 
beyond what i s usuall y reco mmended (f or exa mpl e, bef ore eati ng f ood, after using the 
was hr oo m).  
 
Chil d care staff, home chil d care provi ders, home chil d care vi sitors, students on 
educati onal pl ace ment and chil dren shoul d be provi ded wi th targeted, age- appr opri ate 
educati on i n proper hand hygi ene and respi ratory eti quette. Local publi c heal th uni ts can 
pr ovi de addi ti onal gui dance. Age- appr opri ate posters or si gnage shoul d be pl aced 
ar ound the chil d care setting.  
 
 
Handwashi ng wi t h soap and wat er  i s  t he pr ef erred met hod f or  cl eani ng hands.   We  wi ll  i ncor porat e 
addi ti onal hand hygi ene opport uni ti es i nto the dail y schedul e 
 

• When t here i s  no access  to s oap and wat er,  al cohol -based hand sani ti zer  ( ABHR)  cont ai ni ng a 
mi ni mu m of 60% al cohol can be used, onl y if hands are not vi si bl y soil ed 

• Chil dren must  be supervised when usi ng ABHR.   Staff  wi ll  be trai ned on t he manuf act ure’ s 
di recti on f or proper use 

• All  i ndi vi dual s  must  cl ean thei r  hands  bef ore ent eri ng the pr ogra m s pace,  after  t ouchi ng,  eati ng or 
pr epari ng f ood.  Was h hands  after  usi ng bat hr oo m,  r et ur ni ng from pl ayi ng outsi de and 
sneezi ng/coughi ng i nto hands.  Wash hands when hands are vi si bl y soil ed 

• Foll ow pr oper  cough and sneeze eti quette.   Cough or  sneeze i nt o your  sl eeve or  cover  your 
mout h and nose wi t h a  ti ssue and t hr ow t he ti ssue out  i mmedi atel y.   Wash your  hands 
after war ds.  

• Avoi d touchi ng eyes, nose and mout h wi th unwashed hands 
• Our Centre will ensure hand hygi ene suppli es are availabl e and easil y accessi bl e 
• For any di rt, bl ood, body fl ui ds (uri ne/f eces), it is preferred that hands be washed 
   wi th soap and wat er. 

      • Saf e pl ace ment of the ABHR to avoi d consu mpti on i s i mportant, especi all y for  
young chil dren.  

      • Support or modi fi cations shoul d be provi ded to all ow chil dren wi th speci al needs to 
regul arl y perf or m hand hygi ene as i ndependentl y as possi bl e.  

      • Ti ssues and li ned, no-touch waste baskets (for exa mpl e, foot pedal - operated, hand 
sensor, open basket) are to be provi ded, wher e possi bl e. 
• ABHR wi th a mi ni mu m 60% al cohol concentrati on must be avail abl e (60- 90% 
recommended, i ncl udi ng i deall y at the entry poi nt to each chil d care room)  
and/or pl ai n li qui d soap i n di spensers, si nks and paper towel s i n di spensers. 
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Gui dance on the Use of Masks, Personal Protecti ve Equi pment (PPE), and Hand Hygi ene:  
 
Expectati ons f or adul ts i n a bef ore and after school progra m:  
 

• All  staff  are r equi red t o wear  medi cal  masks  whil e i nsi de t he bef ore and after school  pr ogra m, 
i ncl udi ng hall ways  and staff  r ooms  ( unl ess  eati ng – but  ti me wi t h masks  off  shoul d be l i mi ted 
and physi cal di stance shoul d be mai ntai ned). 

• All  ot her  adul ts  ( eg.  parents/guar di ans  and vi sitors)  are r equi red t o wear  a  f ace coveri ng  or  non-
medi cal mask whil e i nsi de the pre mi se.  

• Eye pr otecti on ( e. g.  f ace shi el d or  goggl es)  i s  r equi red f or  i ndi vi dual s  worki ng i n cl ose cont act 
wi t h chil dren who ar e not  weari ng f ace pr ot ecti on.  Eye pr otecti on i s  not  r equi red f or  i ndi vi dual s 
wor ki ng wi th chil dren who wear face protecti on.  

• Maski ng i s  not  r equi red outdoors  when 2  metres  of  di stance i s  mai ntai ned from ot hers.  Physi cal 
di stanci ng i s strongl y encouraged bet ween groups.  

• All  staff  wi ll  be supported t o wear  masks  t o t he gr eatest  extent  possi bl e,  t hr ough di scussi ons 
wi t h t he m and/or  advi ce provi ded from t he staff’s  heal th care pr ovi der,  whet her  ot her  t ypes  of 
face coveri ngs mi ght work wel l for the staff. 

• An exe mpti on may  be made s houl d a  staff  not  be abl e t o wear  a  f ace coveri ng due t o a  medi cal 
condi ti on.   An e mail  must  be sent  t o t he Associ ate Di rector,  Amanda Mezzatesta,  f or  appr oval.  
The appr oval l etter is to be pl aced i n the Staff Fil e at the Chil d Care Centre.  

• Pl ease ref er to: http:// www. ont ari o. ca/page/f ace-coveri ngs- and-face- masks 
 
 
Expectati ons f or chil dren:  
 

• All  chil dren i n Gr ades  1 and above ar e r equi red t o wear  a  pr operl y-fitted,  non-medi cal  or  cl ot h 
mask whil e i nsi de the Chil d Care setti ng, i ncl udi ng i n hall ways. 

• Chil dren younger  t hat  Gr ade 1,  are encouraged t o wear  a  non- medi cal  or  cl ot h mask  whi l e 
i nsi de a Chil d Care setti ng, i ncl udi ng i n hall ways.  

• Masks are not recommended f or chil dren under the age of 2.  
• Maski ng and eye protecti on are not requi red out doors. Physi cal di stanci ng i s strongl y 

encouraged bet ween groups.  
• York Regi on Publi c Heal th i s  r ecommendi ng t hat  st udents  wear  3-l ayer  masks.   2-l ayer  masks  ar e 

per mi tted if they are cl ean and fit appr opri atel y. 
• Parents/guar di ans  ar e r esponsi bl e f or  pr ovi di ng t hei r  chil d(ren)  wi th a  non- medi cal  mask(s)  or 

face coveri ng each day  and s houl d be r e mi nded t hat  i f  chil dren ar e weari ng masks,  t hey wi ll 
requi re a way to store thei r mask when not i n use.  

• Masks shoul d be repl aced when they become da mp or vi si bl y soil ed.  
• All  chil dren wi ll  be supported t o wear  masks  t o t he great est  extent  possi bl e,  t hrough di scussi ons 

wi t h parent/guar di ans  and/or  advi ce pr ovi ded from the chil d’ s  heal th care pr ovi der,  whet her 
ot her types of face coveri ngs mi ght work well for the chil d. 

• An exe mpti on may  be made shoul d a  chil d not  be abl e t o wear  a  f ace coveri ng due t o a  medi cal 
condi ti on.   An e mail  must  be sent  t o t he Associ ate Di rector,  Amanda Mezzatesta,  f or  appr oval.  
The appr oval l etter is to be pl aced wi th the chil d’ s Registrati on Fil e at the Chil d Care Centre.  

• Pl ease ref er to: http:// www. ont ari o. ca/page/f ace-coveri ngs- and-face- masks 
 
 

http://www.ontario.ca/page/face-coverings-and-face-masks
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OVERALL CAPACI TY AND GROUP SI ZE: 
 
Whi l e physi cal  di stanci ng i s  not  possi bl e i n a  Chil d Care setti ng,  every pr ecaution and measur e wi ll  be 
taken t o r educe t he spr ead of  COVI D- 19.   Thi s  wi ll  be done t hr ough cl eani ng,  sanitizi ng,  s mall  gr oups  of 
chil dren and cohorts. 
 

• For  t he pur poses  of  t hi s  docu ment,  a cohort  i s  defi ned as  a  gr oup of  chil dren and t he st aff 
me mbers  assi gned t o t hem,  who stay  t oget her  t hroughout  t he durati on of  the pr ogra m f or  a 
mi ni mu m of 7 days or 1 f ull Chil d Care week.  

• Mi xed age gr oupi ng and fa mil y gr oupi ng i s  per mi tted,  as  set  out  under  t he CCEYA,  wher e a 
di rect or appr oval has been grant ed on the li cence.  

• It  i s  recommended f or  si bl i ngs  t o r e mai n t oget her  t o al l ow f or  better  management  of  i nf ecti on 
control. 

• Soci al  di stanci ng of  si bli ngs ( wi thi n t he cohort)  does  not  need t o be stri ctl y enf orced,  as  t hey  ar e 
part of the sa me househol d.  

• Reduced r ati os  ar e per mi tted,  as  set  out  under  t he CCEYA,  pr ovi ded t hat  cohorts  ar e not  mi xed 
wi t h ot her cohorts. 

• At no ti me are groups (cohorts) to mi x toget her – they must remai n segregated.  
• Chil dren of  staff  who ar e wor ki ng at  a  Chil d Car e Centre are r equi red t o be i n the sa me  r oo m as 

thei r parent and are i ncl uded i n the noted overall capaci ty and group si ze li mi tations.  
 

Mor e t han one Chil d Car e pr ogra m can be off ered per  buil di ng,  as  l ong as,  t hey ar e abl e t o mai ntai n 
separati on bet ween t he progra ms  and cohorts,  and f oll ow all  Heal th and Saf ety requi rements  t hat  appl y 
to those progra ms.  
 
 
 
 
 
I NFECTI ON PREVENTI ON AND ENHANCED CONTROL ME AS URES:  
 
Arri val s: 
 
Fa mili es/Chil dren:  

• Onl y one adul t may dr op off a chil d at one ti me 
• If possi bl e, staggered entrance ti mes will be used to support physi cal di stanci ng 
• Screeni ng stati ons will be set up outsi de weat her permi tti ng 
• Ot hers  wai ti ng t o dr op t hei r  chil d must  r e mai n outsi de ( practi ci ng physi cal  di stanci ng)  or  i n t hei r 

vehi cl es  until  t he pri or  parent  l eaves  t he buil di ng and i s  at  l east  2 metres  a way  fr om t he 
entrance 

• If  i n an encl osed space and physi cal  di stance of  2 met ers  cannot  be mai ntai ned, 
par ents/guar di ans and staff may want to use face coveri ngs 

• All entrances will have hand sani ti zer 
• Staff  wi ll  di si nf ect  door  handl es  (i nsi de and outsi de)  i mmedi atel y after  each parent  l eaves  -  i n 

the event that the screeni ng stati on i s set up i ndoors 
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• Dail y Heal th Screen requi rements will be f oll owed 
• Personal  bel ongi ngs  ( eg.  backpack,  cl ot hi ng,  etc.)  shoul d be mi ni mi zed.   I f  br ought,  bel ongi ngs 

shoul d be l abel ed and kept i n the chil d’ s cubby/ desi gnat ed area 
• Sunscreen and i ndoor  shoes  shoul d be l abell ed and br ought  i nt o t he Centre on t he chil d’ s  fi rst 

day of attendance 
 
Centre Staff: ( Arri val /Departure)  
 

• Wear  cl ean cl ot hes  each day.   To r educe t he ri sk of  trans mi ssi on,  we ask t hat  you co me  di rectl y 
to the progra m from your ho me ( do not stop at a store)  

• Upon arri val, compl ete Daily COVI D- 19 Screeni ng 
• Was h hands i mmedi atel y 
• St ore personal items i n desi gnated area (i dentifi ed per site) 
• Di si nf ect  all  personal  bel ongi ngs  wi t h har d surf aces  and l eave i n a  desi gnated ar ea ( keys,  phone, 

etc.)  
• Was h hands wi th soap and wat er pri or to enteri ng your progra m space 

 
Depart ures: 
 
Fa mili es/Chil dren:  

• Parents/guar di ans  shoul d call  t he Centre i n advance of  pi cki ng up t hei r  chil d,  so the staff  can get 
the chil d ready f or pi ck- up 

• All chil dren must wash thei r hands bef ore l eavi ng the pr ogra m  
• Parents/guar di ans  must  r emai n outsi de t he desi gnated mai n entrance wher e thei r  chil d wi ll  be 

br ought outsi de to the m by staff 
• Onl y one par ent  can approach t he Centre at  one time,  ot hers  wai ti ng t o pi ck-up t hei r  chil dren 

must  r e mai n outsi de or  i n thei r  vehi cl es  until  t he parent  i n t he pr ogra m l eaves  the buil di ng and 
is at l east 2 metres (6 feet) a way from the entrance 

• If  necessary (i ncl ement  weat her),  parents/guar di ans  may  ent er  t he vesti bul e or mai n entrance 
one at  a  ti me t o pi ck- up t hei r  chil d.   I f  t hi s  occurs,  t hey must  wear  a  mask  and staff  must  sani ti ze 
door handl es (i nsi de and outsi de) after each parent/guar di an l eaves the Centre 
 

The f oll owi ng steps  are r ecommended f or  all  parti cipants  i n our  pr ogra ms  t o compl ete at  t he end of 
each day when they arri ve ho me:   

• Was h hands   
• Change cl ot hi ng   
• Was h cl othi ng wor n f or the day   
• Change i nto cl ean cl othi ng   

 
 

Cl eani ng and Di si nf ecti ng Surf aces and Ot her Items:  
 
Keepi ng t he workpl ace cl ean and di si nf ected i s  vi tal.  I t  i s  cri ti cal  t o f oll ow t horough wi t h r egul ar 
cl eani ng and di si nf ecti ng practi ces  i n all  workpl aces.   These practi ces  beco me parti cul arl y essenti al 
duri ng a pande mi c that i nvol ves an i nf ecti ous agent.   
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I n accor dance wi t h Publi c Heal th Ont ari o and Public  Servi ces  Heal th and Safety Associ ati on,  i n 
addi ti on t o our  dail y r outi ne cl eani ng,  i ndoor  and outdoor  surf aces  t hat  have frequent  cont act  wi t h 
hands  wi ll  be cl eaned and di si nf ected t wi ce per  day and when vi si bl y di rty.  Fr equentl y t ouched 
surfaces  i ncl ude,  but  ar e not  li mi ted t o:  washr ooms  ( eg.  t oil et  fi xtures,  f aucets),  eati ng areas  ( eg. 
tabl es,  si nks,  count ertops),  doorknobs,  li ght  s wi tches,  handl es,  desks,  phones,  keyboar ds,  t ouch 
screens,  push butt ons,  handrail s,  comput ers,  photocopi ers,  sports  equi pment,  wat er  f ount ai n 
knobs, toys, pl ay area equi p ment. 
  
There will be a Cl eani ng and Di si nf ecti ng Log to be compl eted f or each space.  
 
It  i s  i mportant  t hat  all  e mpl oyees  understand t hei r  rol es  and r esponsi biliti es.   Updat ed Heal th and 
Saf ety poli ci es  wi ll  be posted f or  all  e mpl oyees.   Regul arl y cl ean and di si nf ect  obj ects  and hi gh-t ouch 
surfaces to prevent the trans mi ssi on of viruses from cont a mi nat ed obj ects and surf aces.   
 
Shared Spaces/ Obj ects 
 
The ri sk associ ated wi th trans mi ssi on wi th shared obj ects is l ow. I nstead of regul ar 
cl eani ng of shared obj ects, the f ocus shoul d be on regul ar hand hygi ene and 
respi rat ory eti quette to reduce the ri sk of i nf ecti on rel ated to shared equi pment. Thi s 
is especi all y the case f or young chil dren wher e shared equi pment is i mportant for 
l earni ng (for exa mpl e, toys for i magi nati ve pl ay, mani pul ati ves f or mat h).  
 
We  wi ll  onl y use di si nf ectants  t hat  have a  Dr ug I dentifi cati on Nu mber  ( DI N).   A DI N i s  an 8- di gi t 
nu mber  gi ven by  Heal th Canada t hat  confi r ms  i t  i s  appr oved f or  use i n Canada.   We  wi ll  ensure al l 
pr oducts  are current- dated and t hat  we  f oll ow manuf act urer’ s  i nstructi ons  and r espect  t he 
di si nf ectant kill ti me f or ger ms on product l abel.  
 
 
 
Food Servi ce:  
 
• All  f ood wi ll  be deli vered weekl y by  Avr on and ot her  gr ocery suppli ers  -  and pr epared,  handl ed, 

stored and served i n a saf e manner, as outli ned i n the Food Pre mi ses Regul ati on 493/17   
• Mul ti- use ut ensil s  wi ll  be cl eaned and sani ti zed bet ween uses,  as  per  r equi rements  outli ned i n t he 

Food Pre mi ses Regul ati on 493/17  
• Food handl ers must be i n good heal th and practi ce hand hygi ene and respi rat ory eti quette 
• Physi cal di stanci ng will be mai ntai ned i n the servery 
• Snacks, will be porti oned ont o i ndi vi dual pl ates 
• Was hi ng hands (staff and chil dren) bef ore eati ng f ood and after eati ng  
• Educat ors will rei nf orce “no shari ng” f ood or items bet ween chil dren 
• Li mi ted chai rs will be spaced out around the tabl es 
• We regret food will not be self-serve duri ng recovery from COVI D- 19 
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Transportati on  
 

• All chil d care staff, home chil d care provi ders, and students on educati onal pl acement  
and ot her  adul ts  are r equi red t o wear  medi cal  masks. Eye pr ot ecti on shoul d be used as 
per  occupati onal  heal th and saf ety r equi rements.  Eye pr ot ecti on f or  dri vers  shoul d not 
i nterf ere wi t h t he saf e operati on of  vehi cl es  and i s  i nt ended t o pr ot ect  dri vers duri ng 
cl ose contact, such as duri ng boar di ng and exi ti ng.  

• The use of non- medi cal masks or face coveri ng f or childr en grades 1 and above will be 
requi red on vehi cl es. Chil dren bel ow grade 1 shoul d be encouraged to wear masks on 
transportati on.  Li censees  shoul d support  accommodati ons  f or  i mmunoco mpromi sed 
and ot her wi se medi call y vul nerabl e chil dren,  and chil dren wi t h speci al  transportati on 
needs.  

• Chil dren shoul d be assi gned seats and a recor d of the seati ng pl an shoul d be kept to 
assi st wi th contact traci ng in the case of a chil d, chil d care worker or dri ver contracti ng 
COVI D- 19.  

• Chil dren who li ve i n the same househol d shoul d be seated toget her wher e possibl e.  
• Trai ni ng,  wher e appr opri ate as  per  occupati onal  heal th and saf ety r equi rements  under 

the Occupati onal  Heal th and Saf ety Act,  shoul d be provi ded t o ensure t hat  heal th and 
saf ety measures  t o pr ot ect agai nst  COVI D- 19 ar e understood,  f oll owed and enf orced i n 
all transportati on setti ngs.  

• Heal th and saf ety measures shoul d be cl earl y communi cated to parents and guardi ans 
to ensure t hei r  comf ort  wi t h t he adapt ed transportati on syste m and r ecei ve t hei r 
support i n havi ng chil dren understand and f oll ow gui deli nes.  

• Vehi cl es  shoul d f oll ow an enhanced cl eani ng prot ocol  of  di si nf ecti ng hi gh-t ouch 
surfaces (for exa mpl e, handrail s, seat backs) at l east twi ce dail y.  

• Transportati on servi ce provi ders shoul d al so consi der the Heal th and Saf ety Gui dance 
Duri ng COVI D- 19 f or Student Transportati on E mpl oyers rel eased by the Publi c Servi ces 
Heal th and Saf ety Associ ation.  
 

 
 
Was hr oo ms:  
 
• Chil dren’ s  bat hr oo m si nk,  count er  and t oil et  surf aces  wi ll  be cl eaned i ni ti all y and after  t he use of 

chil dren 
• Onl y one cohort  shoul d access  t he washr oom at  a  ti me and i t  i s  r ecommended t hat  t he f aciliti es  be 

cl eaned i n bet ween each use, parti cul arl y if different cohorts will be usi ng the same washr oo m  
• Staff  wi ll  be r esponsi bl e to cl ean and di si nf ect  t he toil et  and si nk pri or  t o and after  use ( adul t 

was hr oo ms)  
• All washr ooms will be stocked wi th soap and paper towel s 
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Bl ood / Bodil y and Fl ui d Spills: 
 
I n t he event  of  bl ood/bodi l y fl ui d spills,  usi ng t he st eps  bel ow,  t he surf ace must  be cl eaned fi rst  t hen 
di si nf ected:  

• Isol ate the area around the spill so that no ot her obj ects/hu mans can be conta mi nat ed   
• Gat her all suppli es, perf orm hand hygi ene, then put on si ngl e- use nitril e gl oves 
• Scoop up t he fl ui d wi t h di sposabl e paper  t owel s  (check t he surroundi ng ar ea f or  spl ash/spl atter) 

and di spose of i n separate gar bage bag 
• Cl ean the spill area wi th detergent, war m wat er and singl e- use towel s  
• Ri nse to remove detergent resi due wi th cl ean wat er and si ngl e- use towel  
• Di scard used paper towel s and gl oves i mmedi atel y i n a ti ed pl asti c bag 
• Spray di si nf ectant i n and around the spill area and all ow t he appr opri ate di si nf ecti ng contact ti me   
• A fi nal ri nse i s requi red if chil dren come i nt o contact wi t h the area 
• Re move gl oves as di rected and di scard the m i mmedi atel y 
• Perf or m hand hygi ene as directed 

 
PROGRA M:  
 
The buil di ng of  supporti ve,  cari ng and r esponsi ve r el ati onshi ps  i s  at  t he f orefront.   We  need t o 
create a  saf e space wher e chil dren can pl ay and i nteract  wi th adul ts  and t hei r  peers.   St ori es  fr om 
Centres  pr ovi di ng ‘ E mergency Chil d Car e’  over  t he past  mont hs  i ndi cate t hat  the chil dren and st aff 
have posi ti ve experi ences,  t he ability t o f or m strong s upporti ve r el ati onshi ps  and engage i n mor e 
i ndi vi duali zed progra mmi ng.    
 
Our  goal  wi ll  be t o pr ovi de as  much of  t he dail y pr ogra m,  as  possi bl e,  outdoors.  Out door  spaces 
nat urall y all ow f or greater soci al di stanci ng, as well as, a decreased li keli hood of vi rus trans mi ssi on.   
 
• Research t ell s  us  t hat  during  t he peri od of  pande mi c s hut  down many  chil dren have struggl ed wi t h 

ment al heal th i ssues.  We need to support these childr en through the pedagogy of care 
• Pl ay i s  cri ti cal  t o chil dren’ s ment al  heal th and cari ng adul ts  i n envi ron ments  wi th mat eri al s,  space 

and ti me support it.  It is our rol e to ensure that the ‘mat eri al s of pl ay’ compl y with prot ocol  
• Chil dren wi ll  need enhanced opport uni ti es  t o r econnect  and i nteract;  however,  t hi s  must  be done 

wi t h prot ocol i n mi nd 
• Recogni zi ng t hat  physi cal  di stanci ng i s  di ffi cul t  with s mall  chil dren and i nf ants,  addi ti onal 

suggesti ons i ncl ude:  
• Pl anni ng acti viti es  f or  s mall er  gr oups  when usi ng shared obj ects  or  t oys;  when possi bl e, 

movi ng acti viti es outsi de to all ow f or mor e space; and,  
• si ngi ng i s  per mi tted i ndoors;  maski ng i s  encouraged but  not  r equi red f or  si ngi ng  i ndoors  i f  a 

mi ni mu m of  t wo metres di stance can be mai ntained bet ween cohorts  and as  much 
di stanci ng as possi bl e mai ntai ned wi thi n a cohort 

• Chil dren expr ess  f eeli ngs  thr ough many  modaliti es  -  art,  telli ng st ori es,  pl ayi ng,  t al ki ng wi t h peers 
etc.  

• Chil dren’ s behavi our i s a refl ecti on of a need 
• Use posi ti ve gui dance strategi es - redi rect, gi ve choi ces, resol ve and reason 
 
Pl ease r ef er  t o not es  i n t he secti ons:  Snacks,  Equi pment/Toy  Usage and Out door  Pl ay f or  addi ti onal 
pr ogra m requi rements. 



REVI SED: Oct ober 2021 
 

22 
 

 
 
Setti ng up the Space:  
 
• Envi ron ments must create opport uni ti es to i nteract i n a saf e way wi th teachers and peers 
• An appr opri atel y set- up envi ron ment  all ows  f or  greater  success  f or  chil dren t o meet  expectati ons 

of  soci al  di stanci ng,  requi ri ng l ess  di recti on or  r e mi nders  from adul ts.   We  know t hat  mor e ti me 
must be spent connecti ng rat her than di recti ng or correcti ng 

• Physi cal di stanci ng of tabl es for i ndoor pl ay/snack-ti me  
• Li mi t the nu mber of chai rs at each tabl e 
• Use i ndi vi duall y l abell ed buckets/contai ners f or sensory- pl ay - non- ver bal remi nder of di stanci ng 
• Buil d handwashi ng ti mes  i nt o dail y r outi ne -  i ncreased handwashi ng hel ps  st op t he spr ead of  t he 

vi rus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mat eri al and Toy Usage and Restri cti ons: 
 
• We  ar e encouraged t o provi de t oys  and equi pment,  whi ch ar e made of  materi al s  t hat  can be 

cl eaned and di si nf ected (eg. avoi d pl ush toys) 
• We will remove toys and materi al s that cannot easil y be sani ti zed (eg. pl ush toys, fabri cs)  
• Shared toys and equi pment will be cl eaned and di si nfected at a mi ni mu m bet ween cohorts 
• We  ar e encouraged t o have desi gnat ed t oys  and equi pment  ( eg.  ball s,  l oose equi pment)  f or  each 

room or  cohort.   Wher e t oys  and equi pment  are shared,  t hey must  be cl eaned and di si nf ected pri or 
to bei ng shared 

• I ndi vi duall y l abell ed craft/sensory bags/buckets will be utilized 
• If sensory mat eri al s are offered, they will be avail abl e to the chil d i n an i ndi vi dual  l abell ed contai ner  
• If  sensory mat eri al s  ( e. g.,  pl aydough,  wat er,  sand,  etc.)  are off ered,  e mphasi s  shoul d be pl aced on 

hand hygi ene bef ore and after the use of mat eri al s. 
• Staff will avoi d getti ng cl ose to the faces of all chil dren, wher e possi bl e 
• Chil dren must not share any personal items  
• Staff will rei nf orce “no shari ng” of items bet ween chil dren 

 
Out door Pl ay: 
 
• Pl ayi ng out doors shoul d occur for the bul k of progra m hours, as weat her per mi ts 
• Out door  pl ay wi ll  be schedul ed i n s mall  gr oups/by cohort  i n or der  t o f acilitate physi cal  di stanci ng. 

Wher e t he out door  pl ay area i s  l arge enough t o accommodat e mul ti pl e gr oups,  we  may  di vi de t he 
space wi th physi cal markers to ensure cohorts remai n separated by at l east si x feet  

• Out door  equi pment  ( e. g.  ball s,  hoops)  wi ll  be desi gnated and st ored f or  each cohort.   Wher e t oys 
and equi pment are shared,  they will be cl eaned and disi nf ected pri or to and after bei ng shared 

• Schedul e out door  pl ay by  groups  i n or der  t o f acilitate physi cal  di stanci ng bet ween cohorts  as  much 
as possi bl e, however chil dren are not requi red to wear masks.  
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• Pr ovi ders  shoul d fi nd al ternate out door  arrange ments  ( e. g co mmuni ty wal k) wher e t her e ar e 
chall enges  securi ng out door  pl ay space.  Pr ovi ders  shoul d f oll ow physi cal  di stanci ng pr acti ces  when 
possi bl e.  

• Chil dren shoul d bri ng t hei r  own s unscreen,  wher e possi bl e,  and i t  wi ll  not  be shared.   St aff  may 
assi st  t o appl y sunscreen to any  chil d r equi ri ng i t  and wi ll  exerci se pr oper  hand hygi ene when doi ng 
so (e. g. washi ng hands befor e and after appli cati on)   

 
 
Us e of Gy mnasi ums:  
 
Our Centre provi des opportuni ti es for physi cal acti vity for chil dren and yout h.  
 
Buil di ng on gui dance from the Chi ef  Medi cal  Offi cer  of  Heal th,  chil dren and staff  shoul d not  be engaged 
i n moderate t o vi gor ous  physi cal  acti vity i ndoors.   When moderate t o vi gor ous  physi cal  acti vity t akes 
pl ace out doors,  chil dren and staff  shoul d mai ntai n physi cal  di stanci ng.  Masks  shoul d not  be wor n f or 
hi gh i ntensi ty acti vity. 
 
Gy mnasi ums  wi ll  onl y be used f or  moderate acti vity wher e physi cal  di stanci ng measures  and current 
maski ng pr ot ocol s  f or  childr en and pr ogra m st aff  can be f oll owed.   As  pr ogra m st aff  pl an physi cal 
acti viti es  t hat  support  physi cal  di stanci ng,  t hey wi ll  i ncl ude maski ng f or  chil dren and staff  i n i ndoor 
setti ngs,  as  well  as,  out doors  when physi cal  di stancing  cannot  be mai ntai ned.  Eff orts  wi ll  be made t o 
li mi t  t he use of  shared equi pment.  Shared equi pment  wi ll  be di si nf ected r egul arl y and chil dren and 
pr ogra m st aff  wi ll  practi ce pr oper  hand hygi ene befor e and after  parti ci pati ng i n physi cal  acti vity and 
equi pment use.  
 
The use of  out door  struct ures  on pl aygr ounds  ar e not per mi tted.  We  wi ll  f ocus  on mai ntai ni ng di stance 
and l i mi ti ng t otal  gat hering  si ze on pl aygr ounds  and f oll owi ng maski ng prot ocol s  when physi cal 
di stanci ng cannot be mai ntai ned.  
 
Ment al Health 
 
The mi ni stry r ecogni zes  t he detri ment al  i mpact  of  t he COVI D- 19 pande mi c  on chil dren’ s  ment al  heal th 
and well-bei ng.  The mi ni stry’ s  Buil di ng on How Does  Lear ni ng Happen?  supports  t he operati on of  earl y 
years  and chil d care pr ograms  i n Ont ari o duri ng t he COVI D- 19 out break.  It  pr ovides  i nf or mati on on how 
earl y years  setti ngs  can support  t he soci al  and e motional  heal th and well bei ng of  chil dren and f a mili es, 
i n addi ti on to saf e and heal thy envi ron ments.  
 
Earl y years  and chil d care pr ogra m pr ovi ders  ar e al so encouraged t o coll aborate wi t h chil d and yout h 
ment al  heal th agenci es  t o support  strong connecti ons  and make t he best  use of  ment al  heal th r esources 
and supports across the i ntegrated syste m of care.  
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COVI D- 19 Vacci nati on Policy 
 
Our  Centre i s  commi tted to saf eguar di ng t he heal th,  well bei ng,  and saf ety of  our  e mpl oyees,  chil dren, 
thei r famili es, and the communi ty at l arge. The pur pose of thi s Vacci nati on Poli cy i s to provi de 
gui deli nes outli ni ng the expectati ons and requi rements for staff regar di ng COVI D-19 and vacci nati ons.  
Chil d Car e organi zati ons  have been i dentifi ed as  bei ng at  hi gh ri sk f or  COVI D- 19 t rans mi ssi on due t o t he 
cl ose pr oxi mi ty of  staff  t o chil dren,  parents,  and ot her  staff  me mbers.  As  you may al so be a war e,  COVI D-
19 and associ ated vari ants have i ncreased exponentiall y i n r ecent  weeks  and are pr oj ected t o conti nue 
i ncreasi ng, parti cul arl y i n school s and chil dcare setti ngs wher e chil dren under the age of 12 are not  
abl e t o get  vacci nated.  For  thi s  r eason,  we  ar e i mpl e menti ng a  vacci ne poli cy as  directed by  t he Ont ari o 
Chi ef  Medi cal  Offi cer  of  Heal th as  well  as  a  vacci ne di scl osure poli cy as  di rected by  t he Mi ni stry of 
Educati on.  We  strongl y r ecommend t hat  all  staff  become f ull y vacci nated on or  bef ore Oct ober  9 t h , 
2021.  
Under  t he Occupati onal  Heal th and Saf ety Act  ( OHSA),  t he Centre i s  obli gated t o t ake all  reasonabl e 
pr ecauti ons  t o pr otect  t he heal th and saf ety of  workers  i n t he workpl ace i ncl udi ng  hazar ds  posed by  an 
i nf ecti ous di sease such as COVI D- 19 and associ ated vari ants. 
As  part  of  our  obli gati on t o pr ot ect  our  staff  t he Centre i s  i mpl e menti ng a  mandatory vacci nati on poli cy 
based on t he gui dance and r ecommendati ons  from t he Pr ovi nci al  Mi ni stry of  Heal th Publi c Heal th,  t he 
Mi ni stry of  Educati on,  and l ocal  Publi c Heal th Uni ts.  The COVI D vacci nes  have been appr oved and ar e 
consi dered an eff ecti ve i nterventi on i n r educi ng  t he i mpact  and spr ead of  COVI D- 19 i n t he wor kpl ace 
i ncl udi ng the Del ta Vari ant. 
 
Poli cy 
Thi s poli cy will be effecti ve from Wednesday, Oct ober 27t h , 2021.  
Our Centres will assi st empl oyees by provi di ng ti me off personal days to get vaccinat ed.  
 
 
Di scl osure of Vacci nati on Status August 2021 
E mpl oyees  wi ll  be r equi red t o pr ovi de head offi ce with i nf or mati on r egar di ng thei r  vacci nati on stat us. 
E mpl oyees  wi ll  al so be r equi red t o pr ovi de pr oof/confir mati on t hat  t hey  have been f ull y vacci nat ed on 
or  bef ore Sept e mber  9t h,  2021.  All  e mpl oyees  who do not  pr ovi de pr oof  of  full  vacci nati on wi ll  be 
requi red to provi de t wo regul ar rapi d anti gen testi ng and to provi de a negati ve resul t to Amanda 
Mezzat esta.  The frequency of  t hi s  t esti ng i s  at  t he di screti on of  A mong  Fri ends  Chil d Car e/605061 
Ont ari o Lt d/Fri ends  of  Mi ne and i s  subj ect  t o change.  E mpl oyees  who ar e vacci nated wi ll  still  be 
requi red to wear full PPE until such ti me as 
Our  Centre i s  di rected other wi se by  publi c heal th,  Mi ni stry of  Educati on and / or  t he Pr ovi nci al 
gover nment. I n the event that f ull y vacci nated i ndi vi dual s no l onger need PPE, those empl oyees 
ref usi ng to be vacci nated or recei vi ng an accommodati on will be requi red to conti nue to 
wear f ull PPE until the Centre at its di screti on or due to a change i n publi c heal th poli cy 
eli mi nates thi s requi rement. 
 
Accommodati ons 
E mpl oyees who are unabl e to be vacci nated due to an underl yi ng medi cal condi tion or 
for reli gi ous reasons must pr ovi de docu ment ati on to support the reason why they are 
not  abl e t o be vacci nated.  Our  Centre,  upon r ecei vi ng t he appr opri ate docu mentati on wi ll  make eff orts 
to the extent possi bl e to accommodat e staff. 
Pl ease not e that the accommodati on off ered may result i n changes to your duti es 
(i ncl udi ng l ocati on) and/or hours of work or pl aci ng you on an unpai d l eave of absence 
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If our Centre i s unabl e to find a posi ti on that can be saf el y perf or med.  
E mpl oyees who do not meet the criteri a for an accommodati on and choose not to be 
vacci nated, must provi de proof of compl eti ng an educati on sessi on appr oved by York 
Regi on Publi c Heal th. For those staff who do not meet the criteri a for accommodati on 
and choose not  t o be vaccinat ed,  Our  Centre may  have no ot her  al ternati ve t hen t o pl ace t he e mpl oyee 
on an unpai d l eave or consider di sci pli nary acti on up to and i ncl udi ng ter mi nati on of empl oy ment.  
E mpl oyees i n need of an exe mpti on from thi s poli cy due to a medi cal reason, or 
because of a si ncerel y hel d reli gi ous beli ef, or for reasons protected under the Ont ari o 
Hu man Ri ghts  Code must  sub mi t  a  co mpl eted Request  f or  Accommodati on f or m as  per  Acco mmodati on 
Poli cy 
Our  Centre wi ll  requi re docu ment ati on ( medi cal  reason pr ovi ded by  t he treati ng physi ci an or  r egi stered 
nurse)  t o support  t hi s  request.  Our  Centre wi ll  work wi t h t he i ndi vi dual  staff  me mber  t o devel op and 
i mpl e ment an appr opri ate accommodati on. Accommodati ons will be based on the f oll owi ng criteri a:  
- the ability to mai ntai n the heal th and saf ety of others i n the workpl ace as well as 
- the operati onal needs of the organi zati on.  
Our  Centre i s  not  r equi red under  t he Ont ari o Human Ri ghts  Code t o accommodat e t he personal 
pr ef erence f or those empl oyees who choose not to obt ai n a vacci ne.  
 
Vacci nati on Educati on Progra m 
E mpl oyees who are not vacci nated must compl ete a COVI D educati on sessi on which 
i ncl udes: 
 
- Empl oyee’ s personal responsi bility under the OHSA 
- How the COVI D- 19 vacci nes work 
- Saf ety of the COVI D- 19 vacci nes 
- The benefits of the vacci nati on agai nst COVI D- 19 
-  Ri sks of not bei ng vacci nated 
- Possi bl e si de effects from the COVI D vacci nes 
-  Where to fi nd out mor e inf or mati on  
 
Non- Compli ance  
Staff who fail to foll ow thi s poli cy may be subj ect to disci pli nary acti on up to and 
i ncl udi ng ter mi nati on of empl oy ment.  
 
Confi denti ality  
Our  Centre wi ll  ensure t he i nf or mati on r egar di ng t hose e mpl oyees  who ar e vaccinat ed and/or  unabl e t o 
be vacci nated will be kept stri ctl y confi denti al. 
The I nf or mati on coll ected wi ll be used to manage the Centre and its progra ms i n case 
there shoul d be an out break of COVI D- 19 and/or associ ated vari ants. 
 
E mpl oyees  ar e r equi red t o di scl ose t hei r  na me and t he dat es  of  t hei r  vacci nati ons.  Thi s  i nf or mati on wi ll 
be st ored separatel y from t hei r  personnel  fil es.  E mpl oyees  wi ll  pr ovi de i nf ormati on r egar di ng t hei r 
vacci nati on status to Amanda Mezzatesta, Associ ate Director.  
E mpl oyees  wi ll  be r e mi nded not  t o questi on ot her  empl oyees  r egar di ng t hei r  vacci nati on stat us  as  t hi s 
i nf or mati on i s consi dered confi denti al medi cal i nf or mati on.  
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I mportant Not e  
Our  Centre wi ll  compl y wi t h all  mandat ed r equi re ments  t heref ore t hi s  pol icy may  be modi fi ed at 
anyti me based on l egi sl ati ve changes or at the di scretion of the Centre.  
 
Ma nage ment Contact 
If you have any questi ons regar di ng thi s poli cy or to request an accommodati on, pl ease 
contact Amanda Mezzatesta, Associ ate Di rector. 
 
 
 
LI NKS / RESOURCES:  
  

• York Regi on COVI D- 19:  
htt ps:// www. york. ca/covi d19  

 
• York Regi on Publi c Heal th at: 1- 800- 361- 5653   

 
• Ont ari o COVI D- 19:   

htt ps:// www. ontari o. ca/page/2019- novel-coronavi rus     
  
• Canada COVI D- 19:   

htt ps:// www. canada. ca/en/publi c- heal th/servi ces/di seases/cor onavi rus- di sease-covi d- 19. ht ml   
  

• Publi c Heal th Ontari o:  
htt ps:// www. publi cheal thont ari o. ca    
  

• Publi c Heal th Agency of Canada:   
htt ps:// www. canada. ca/en/publi c- heal th/servi ces/di seases/cor onavi rus- di sease-covi d- 19. ht ml   
  

• Worl d Heal th Organi zati on ( WHO):  
htt ps:// www. who.i nt/e mergenci es/di seases/novel -coronavi rus- 2019  
  

• Mi ni stry of Heal th:  
htt p:// www. heal th. gov. on.ca/en/pr o/pr ogra ms/publicheal th/cor onavi rus/2019_gui dance. aspx  
  

 
Publi c Heal th Agency of Canada’ s Steps for Self- Assess ment:  
htt ps:// www. canada. ca/coronavi rus 
 
 
What You Need to Know to Hel p You and Your Fa mily Stay Heal thy: 
htt ps://fil es. ontari o. ca/ moh- cor onavi rus- pec- poster- en- 2020- 03- 09. pdf 
 
 
For Detail ed I nf or mati on on Surface Cl eani ng, pl ease vi sit: 
htt ps:// www. publi cheal thont ari o. ca/-/ medi a/docu ments/ncov/f actsheet-covi d- 19- envi ron ment al -
cl eani ng. pdf ?l a=en 
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Mi ni stry of Educati on  
 
Operati onal Gui dance f or Chil d Care Duri ng COVI D- 19 Out break 


